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Political Science 210 
Introduction to  American Governm ent 
Spring 2013




Hours: M - F ,  1 2 :0 0 -1 :0 0
Teaching A ssistan ts: Julie DeSoto; Nick Potratz
Office: Hours: (Julie: T, W: 3:00 - 4:00)
CORBIN 345 (Nick: M, R: 3:00 -4:00)
E-mail: julie.desoto@ um ontana.edu
nicholas.potratz@ um ontana.edu
D iscussion Tuesday: 2 :10-3 :00 , LA 105
Sessions: W ednesday: 2 :10-3 :00 , LA 303
Text (not required; copies on reserve): Magleby, Government by the People, any recent edition
TOPIC READING DATE
American Founding Docum ents Chapter 1 Jan. 28,30
Principles of American Constitutionalism C hapters 2 & 3 Feb. 1,4,  6 ,8
First Am endm ent Freedom s Chapter 15 Feb. 11, 13, 15, 20,
Examination Feb. 25
Equal Rights Under the Law Chapter 16 or 17 Feb. 27; Mar. 1, 4
Citizenship, Property, Procedural Rights Chapter 16 Mar. 6, 8 ,11 ,13 ,
Interest G roups Chapter 6 Mar. 18
Political Parties Chapter 7 Mar. 20, 22
Voting and Elections C hapters 8, 9 Mar. 25, 27, 29
Examination Apr. 8
Campaign Finance Chapter 9 Apr. 10, 12
Electing the President Chapter 9 Apr. 15, 17, 19
U.S. C ongress Chapter 11 Apr. 22, 24, 26
The Presidency Chapter 12 Apr. 29; May 1, 3
The Judiciary Chapter 14 May 6 ,8
The Bureaucracy Chapter 13 May 10
Examination May 16
The learning goal of th is lecture course  is studen t understanding of the m ajor structural and legal features of 
American governm ent. These characteristics, a s  covered in the lectures and listed on the review sheets , provide 
the basis of the exam inations. The three exam inations will use  objective (not essay) questions. The dates of the 
first two exam inations are Feb. 25 and April 8. The first two exam inations will count 33 points each. The final 
examination, which is scheduled  for Thursday, May 16, at 10:10 a.m., will count 34 points. Thus, a total of 100 
points can be earned in the course. C ourse g rades will be based on the following curve: A = top  8%; A- = next 
7%; B+ = next 7%; B = next 7%; B- = next 6%; C+ = next 10%; C = next 10%; C- = next 10%; D+ = next 7%; D = next 
7%; D- = next 6%; F = next 15%. For the credit/no-credit grading option, a grade of D- and above will count as 
“credit.” M ake-ups for the first two exam inations m ust be prearranged and taken within two c lass days of the 
scheduled  time. Weekly review /discussion se ss io n s  will be conducted by the Teaching A ssistan ts. Holidays are 
Feb. 18 and April 1, 3, 5.




















































Full Faith and Credit Clause
Defense of Marriage Act
John C. Calhoun
Interstate Compact Clause 
Extradition Clause 
Socialization of Conflict 





Marbury v. Madison 
Judicial Review 
Civil Rights and Liberties 
Barron v. Baltimore 
Incorporation Doctrine 
Establishment Clause 





Freedom of Exercise Clause 
Strict Scrutiny Test 
Rational Basis Test 
Marketplace of Ideas 
Fighting Words 
Clear and Present Danger Test 
Clear and Probable Danger Test 
Bad Tendency Test 
Test of Imminence 
Prior Restraint 
Two Levels of Speech 
Overbreadth Doctrine 
Vice of Vagueness 
Chilling Effect
Time, Place and Manner Regulation
Regulation of Content
Symbolic Speech













Close and Substantial Relation Doctrine
Trimester Analysis
Undue Burden Analysis
Deviate Sexuality Law
Roe v. Wade
